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�Congratulations to all the Graduates! 
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Use of Purple Lights For Funeral Processions 
A WIN for the Funeral Service Association of BC 
 

Funeral providers will now be able to use the flashing lights during 
a procession to make them more visible to other drivers.  Until 
now, vehicles in a procession would activate their headlights, but 
with most vehicles becoming standard with daytime running lights, 
procession vehicles were not standing out anymore.  The FSABC 
Government Relations Committee has been working with BC 
Commercial Vehicle Safety & Enforcement to allow for the use of 
purple flashing lights.  The FSABC has made many attempts over the years and finally we 
received approval from government in August and funeral providers were given 
authorization to equip hearses and official funeral vehicles with a flashing purple light 
device with the following stipulations: 
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· You will NOT be allowed to use strobe or alternating lights illuminating from the front 
or rear of the vehicle that are embedded in the headlight or turn signal assembly of 
the funeral vehicles regardless of colour (clear or purple) 

· You cannot use alternating or flashing headlights.                   Read more inside ...�
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Use of Purple Lights For Funeral Processions 
�

A WIN for the Funeral Service Association of BC con tinued …. 
 

In summary, flashing purple lights can only be dash or top mounted.  The Compliance Circular electronically 
distributed to FSABC members can be printed and we suggest that funeral providers place it in the glove box 
of each vehicle equipped with purple procession lighting so that if you are stopped by the police you can 
produce the permit and avoid charges being laid at the roadside. 
 
Vehicles equipped under this authorization are subject to the following conditions: 
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2) Must only be equipped with one (1) roof mounted flashing purple lighting device visible from 360 degrees 

outside of the vehicle and / or (1) dashboard mounted flashing purple device with lighted display visible 
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3) May only activate the device on highway* when operating as the lead or final vehicle in a funeral 
����
		����  

4) Must operate in accordance with all applicable Motor Vehicle Act and Motor Vehicle Act Regulation 
requirements. 

 

Please note that under the BC Motor Vehicle Act, the definition of "highway" includes: 
 

(a) every highway within the meaning of the Transportation Act, 
(b) every road, street, lane or right of way designed or intended for or used by the general public for 
the passage of vehicles, and 
(c) every private place or passageway to which the public, for the purpose of the parking or servicing 
of vehicles, has access or is invited, but does not include an industrial road 
 

The Permit can be downloaded from the FSABC website. 
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Consumer Protection BC 
 
New Web Portal for Cemetery and Funeral Services 
 

The CPBC has launched a new web portal for cemetery and funeral 
service www.funeralrightsbc.ca and www.cifsabc.ca which link to a new cremation, interment and funeral 
services industries portal.  
 
The portal will include direct access to industry news, licensing information, related laws, forms, details about 
licenses (including both funeral provider and licensed embalmer and funeral director search engine), and 
compliance tools such as violation reporting. 
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Public Guardian & Trustee  
New Rates Effective October 1, 2011  

 

Effective October, 1, 2011 through to September 30, 2012, the FSABC Government 
Relations Committee has negotiated a 5% increase to the PGT Funeral Cost 
Guidelines 
 

The basic fee for the immediate direct disposition package will increase from $1,500 
to $1575 
Plus an additional increase from $1500 to $1575 for funeral / memorial services. 
 

For example, Direct Disposition (basic legal requirements) service fee is $1575 
Or in the event that a memorial / funeral service is requested, the total funeral cost guideline is $3150. 
 

Casket, Burial and Cremation Costs and Cash Disburs ements are additional 
per the enclosed cost guidelines or download here  

��������������������
In September, the Funeral Service Association of Canada completed their Price Survey and 
submitted the information to the RCMP and will be utilizing this new information for their 
negotiations with other Federal Government Agencies over the coming months. 

Here are the results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about the Funeral Service Association of Canada, visit their website at www.fsac.ca 

Students enrolled in the FSABC Funeral Services school are welcome to apply for a complimentary membership while 
they are actively completing the program. 
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Over 100 members and guests turn out for the 30th G eorge 

Wright Open Memorial Golf Tournament! 
 

Stellar weather and a great turnout made for a fun-filled day at the Mayfair Lakes 
Golf and Country Club in Richmond, BC.  Following the “fun” tournament, guests 
enjoyed a tasty steak barbecue while master of ceremonies Kent Roduck kept the 
festivities and presentations lively right through to the end. 

 

We wish to acknowledge and thank the following spon sors for their support! 
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FSABC & Remco Award of Distinction 
 
At the 30th George Wright Open Memorial Golf Tournament Banquet, the FSABC 
bestowed the award of distinction to Rob McDiarmid, who has provided legal counsel 
to the FSABC for over 20 years. 
 
The Distinguished Service Award is presented to individuals who have made a special 
or noteworthy contribution to the British Columbia funeral profession.  Since recently 
being appointed to the bench as a judge, McDiarmid is no longer practicing law.  Over 
the years, McDiarmid voluntarily attended almost every FSABC annual general 
meeting to act as Parliamentarian and was a regular attendee at the annual FSABC 

golf tournament.  McDiarmid was instrumental in assisting the BC funeral service profession to achieve 
licensing and legislation.  In 1991 when there was change in government from the Social Credit to the 
NDP, the FSABC sought McDiarmid’s assistance as he was closely affiliated with the NDP and 
connected to the new government in British Columbia.  With his connections with several MLA’s and 
government policy-makers, he effectively lobbied on the FSABC’s behalf for over three years.  By 1995 
licensing and new legislation for BC funeral service professionals became a reality and although 
McDiarmid was not solely responsible, his role was an important one. 
 
On behalf of the Association, FSABC Past President Paul Wright made the presentation to McDiarmid 
along with FSABC President Ryan McLane and Jay Robinson of Remco Memorials.  
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On September 17, 2011, over 130 guests were in attendance to celebrate and honour those students who 
completed in June, academic studies under the Funeral Service Association of BC Apprenticeship Programs. 
 

Apprenticeship  Mentor Funeral Home 
 

Robyn Bowden  Valley View Funeral Home, Surrey 

Robert Carlton  Parkview Funeral Home, Penticton 

Bruce Dureau  Burquitlam Funeral Chapel, Coquitlam 

Malachi Friedrichs Vernon Funeral Home, Vernon 

Sarah Greenwood Castlegar Funeral Chapel, Castlegar 

David Keen  Ocean View Funeral Home, Burnaby 

Sean King  Forest Lawn Funeral Home, Burnaby 

James Klaassen Forest Lawn Funeral Home, Burnaby 

Rebecca Matthews Stubberfield Funeral Home, Powell River 

Jayne Pattison  Victory Memorial Park Funeral Centre, Surrey 

Christa Polley  Hansons’ Arbor Westwood Funeral Chapel, Kelowna 

Danica Robinson First Memorial Fraser Heights Chapel, Surrey 

Wally Shea  Burquitlam Funeral Chapel, Coquitlam 

Renee Taylor  Maple Ridge Funeral Chapel, Maple Ridge 

Beverley Walkey Qualicum Beach Funeral Home, Qualicum 

Jesse Webb  Henderson’s Funeral Home, Chilliwack 

Paul Zetchus  Forest Lawn Funeral Home, Burnaby 

 

 

�

Congratulations to British Columbia’s 
 Newest Funeral Professionals!  
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Suite 211 
2187 Oak Bay Avenue 
Victoria, BC  V8R 1G1 
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Toll Free:  (800) 665-3899 
Tel:  (250) 592-3213 
Fax: (250) 592-4362 
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Mark Your Calendar! 
 

 

 

 Next FSABC Board of  

Directors Meeting  

November 18 

 

 
Embalmer 6 hour CEU 

Professional Development 

Seminar 

January 18 

 

 

FSABC 100th 

Annual General Meeting 

April 19, 20, 21, 2012 
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The Embalmer 
Taking It To A new Level! 

With Karl Wenzel 

 

With over fifteen years experience as 
an embalmer in both the United States 
and Canada, Karl understands the 
value of viewing and an open casket.  
This is why he has continued to grow in 
learning some of the most advanced 
post mortem surgical techniques in 
efforts to assist families with being able 
to view and say their final goodbyes. 
 
Karl has completed reconstruction on 
some of the most difficult cases 
imaginable, allowing families that open 
casket.  From crushing head trauma, 
high powered gun shots, severe 
edema, to tissue gas, it is Karl’s goal to 
make them viewable, recognizable and 
identifiable. 
 
Karl lectures nationally and 
internationally and will be in 
RICHMOND, BC on JANUARY 18, 
2012 at the River Rock Conference 
Centre. 
 
This 6 hour CEU program for 
Embalmer or Funeral Director will cover 
a variety of topics including 
transforming the decomposed for 
viewing, restoration of traumatized 
eyes, proper handling of an autopsy 
case and much more!   
Mark JANUARY 18th on your calendar!  
Seminar information and registration 
forms will be sent to you soon or call us 
today and we will put you on the 
advanced registration list! 

FSABC LOOKING BACK 
100 YEARS 

 

January 5, 1912 
First National Hockey Association 
game takes place, and guess where?  
Victoria! 
 
April 15, 1912 
The Titanic sinks at 2:27 am off 
Newfoundland with 1800 persons 
���������������"#�����
����		
��
�	�
are saved. 
 
May 1, 1912 
The Beverly Hills Hotel opens 
 
July 12, 1912 
A young man, Mason C Sands moves 
to Victoria and opens Sands Funeral 
Chapels, Victoria. 
 
October 1, 1912 
The 1st Annual Convention of the B.C. 
Funeral Directors and Embalmers 
Association of BC. 
 
1912 Fashion 
For the fashionable ladies, this was a 
time of ankle-length skirts, parasols, 
and large broad-brimmed hats. Women 
also tended to wear a stiff girdle 
underneath. This meant that you could 
��
�������
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��
perched on the edge of the seat, 
instead. Look at pictures of the period, 
and this is what you see.  Practicality 
was not the issue. The point was to 
show off that your husband had a 
comfortable income, and that you didn't 
have to work! 
 

Take A Step Back In Time 
With Us at the FSABC 100th 

Anniversary Celebrations 
April 19 to 21, 2012! 


